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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CONSETT 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I regret  the  delay  in  issuing  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  Consett  Urban  District  during  1938. 
The  delay,  as  you  are  aware,  has  been  caused  by  the  enormous 
volume  of  work  caused  by  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  Scheme. 

The  “ Vital  Statistics  ” for  the  year  are  satisfactory  and  in 
most  respects  an  improvement  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  all  Members 
of  the  Staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation,  and  also  to  the  assistance 
of  Officials  and  Staff  of  other  Departments  which  has  always  been 
willingly  given.  The  support  of  the  Chairman  and  all  Members  of 
the  Council  in  Public  Health  Work  is  greatly  appreciated. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Summary  of  General  and  Vital  Statistics. 


Area  in  Acres  ... 

Population  (Census  1931)  

Population  (estimated  by  the  Registrar -General  Resident) 
Population  Mid-Year  1938 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to  the 

rate-books 

Unreduced  Rateable  Value  ... 

Reduced  Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
Births  during  1938 — 670  Birth-rate 

Deaths  during  1938 — 135.  Crude  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  1938 
Tuberculosis  Death-rate,  1938 

Pulmonary — 0.48.  Non-Pulmonary  

Zymotic  Death-rate  ... 


9,840 

38,046 

37,340 

9,783 

£185,091 

£148,518 

£550 

17.9 

11.5 

53.7 

0.72 

0.24 

0.47 


Consett  Urban  District. 

The  town  of  Consett  originated  nearly  a century  ago  when 
ironstone  was  first  worked  in  the  district  and  accommodation 
for  workmen  became  necessary.  This  was  placed  on  the  high 
land  forming  the  East  bank  of  the  Derwent  Valley.  The  district 
was  constituted  a Local  Board  Division  in  1865  and  then  covered 
an  area  of  1,005  acres  and  had  a population  of  about  7,000.  A 
further  498  acres  were  added  following  a public  inquiry  in  1919 
and  the  acreage  became  1,503  and  the  population  had  increased 
to  12,155  at  the  time  of  the  1921  Census. 


In  April,  1937,  the  present  district  was  formed  as  a result  of 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1929  and  now  covers  an  area  of  9,840 
acres  with  a population  of  37,340. 
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The  highest  parts  of  the  town  are  about  900  feet  above  sea- 
level.  The  land  slopes  steeply  on  the  one  side  to  the  Derwent 
Valley  and  the  river  forms  the  boundary  for  a considerable  distance, 
extending  from  Allansford  to  a point  near  Lintz  Ford.  The  Urban 
District  of  Stanley  and  the  Rural  District  of  Lanchester  form  the 
boundaries  on  the  remaining  sides. 

Social  Conditions  and  Industries,  etc. 

There  are  many  voluntary  and  official  Social  Activities  in  the 
district  and  close  touch  is  maintained  with  them  by  this  department 
in  order  to  secure  their  co-operation  whenever  the  opportunity 
occurs.  The  closest  association  with  the  various  Health  Officers 
of  the  County  Council  is  maintained.  The  officers  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour,  the  Unemployment  Assistance  Board  and  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  also  render  valuable  help  with  their  special 
knowledge. 

The  chief  industries  are  iron  and  steel  production,  coal  mining, 
coke  making,  brick  making  and  quarrying.  There  are  some  65 
farms  registered  as  dairies  in  the  area,  also  676  premises  liable  to 
inspection  under  the  Shops  Acts,  the  latter  employing  1,049  persons 
Employment  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  year.  The 
prosperity  or  otherwise  of  the  district  depends  principally  on  the 
activities  of  the  various  undertakings  of  the  Consett  Iron  Company 
Ltd.,  and  efforts  are  at  present  being  made  to  attract  other  industries 
to  the  town. 

Special  Causes  of  Sickness,  Effects  of  Occupations,  etc. 

Apart  from  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  no 
special  causes  of  sickness  prevailed  during  the  year,  and  excepting 
the  accident  rate  associated  with  the  heavy  industries  there  appears 
to  be  no  detrimental  effect  on  the  health  of  the  workers  by  reason 
of  these  industries.  There  is  no  statistical  evidence  to  shew  any 
ill  effects  on  the  health  of  the  population  as  a result  of  unemploy- 
ment. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 
Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live 

f Legitimate 

651 

341 

310 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of 

Births 

1 Illegitimate 

19 

8 

11 

the  estimated  resident 
population  17.9. 

Still 

( Legitimate 
l Illegitimate 

30 

13 

1?1 

Rate  perl  ,000  total  (live 

Births 

— 

— 

-J 

and  still)  births  42.8. 

Deaths 

... 

435 

243 

192 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  11.5. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes.  Deaths,  (live  and  still  births). 


No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  1 1.42 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  causes  4 5.68 


Total  ...  5 7.10 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  53 .7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  52.2 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  105.2 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  48 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  2 


(a)  Population. — The  population  is  estimated  at  37,340  by 
the  Registrar  General,  an  increase  of  60  on  last  year’s  estimate. 
The  1931  Census  shewed  37,971  and  a local  Census  in  May,  1938, 
gave  37,698. 
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CONSETT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
1938  CENSUS. 


Whole  Area. 


Wasd. 

Number  of  Occupants. 

Under 

5 years, 
of  age. 

5 yrs.  and 
under  10  yrs. 
of  age. 

10  yrs. 
of  age 
and  over. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Benfieldside 

I 

142 

120 

124 

119 

1362 

1422 

1628 

1661" 

2 

83 

96 

97 

78 

896 

958 

1076 

1132 

Blackhill 

3 

182 

144 

169 

200 

1747 

1694 

2098 

2038" 

4 

35 

36 

43 

40 

376 

338 

454 

414 

Consett 

North  Ward 

5 

160 

168 

148 

130 

1834 

1941 

2142 

2239 

South  Ward 

6 

110 

133 

122 

100 

1404 

1328 

1636 

156n 

7 

180 

198 

193 

211 

1119 

1039 

1492 

1448 

Crookhall 

8 

56 

53 

40 

42 

670 

621 

766 

716] 

9 

68 

61 

77 

69 

556 

471 

701 

601 

Delves  Lane 

10 

76 

61 

103 

109 

806 

698 

985 

868" 

11 

2 

2 

2 

2 

16 

14 

20 

18  j 

Ebchester 

12 

30 

30 

30 

40 

387 

410 

447 

480 

Leadgate 

13 

184 

195 

283 

202 

2036 

1893 

2503 

2290 

Medomsley 

14 

57 

64 

80 

69 

685 

591 

822 

724" 

15 

30 

21 

28 

36 

349 

353 

407 

410 

16 

14 

12 

22 

11 

139 

121 

175 

144 

17 

61 

66 

65 

54 

653 

550 

779 

670 

18 

40 

30 

29 

39 

528 

502 

597 

571 

> > 

19 

34 

43 

44 

32 

440 

392 

518 

467  J 

Totals  Males 

1554 

1689 

16003 

19246 

Females 

1533 

1583 

15336 

18452 

Grand  Total 

... 

37698 
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CONSETT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Comparison  of  the  population  at  Census  of  1931  with  Census 
taken  in  May,  1938. 


Population. 

Population 

Ward. 

(1931 

May, 

In- 

De- 

Census). 

1938. 

crease. 

create 

Ebchester 

...  823 

927 

104 

— 

Medomsley 

...  7005 

6284 

— 

721 

Leadgate  ... 

...  4933 

4793 

— 

140 

Benfieldside 

...  4974 

5497 

523 

— 

Blackhill  ... 

...  5005 

5004 

— 

1 

Consett  North 

...  4526 

4381 

— 

145 

Consett  South 

...  5818 

6137 

319 

— 

Crookhall  ... 

...  2728 

2784 

56 

— 

Delves  Lane 

...  2159 

1891 

— 

268 

Nett  Decrease 

—273 

37971 

37698 

persons. 

(b)  Live  Births — Birth  Rate. — There  were  670  live  births 
during  the  year  compared  with  677  last  year.  The  birth-rate  is 
therefore  17.9  per  1,000  population  compared  wdth  18.1  last  year. 
This  is  higher  than  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  (15.1)  or  the 
Administrative  County  (17.08). 

(c)  Still  Births. — There  were  30  still  births  in  1938,  or  a rate 
of  42.8  per  1,000  total  births.  The  rate  in  the  previous  year  was 
53.1.  The  rate  per  thousand  population  is  0.80  compared  with  0.60 
for  England  and  Wales. 

(d)  Sex  Distribution  of  Births. — There  were  349  male  births 
and  321  female  births,  the  ratio  being  1,000  males  to  920  females. 
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(e)  Illegitimate  Births  and  Deaths. — There  were  19 
illegitimate  births  equal  to  2.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births, 
compared  with  2.5  per  cent,  in  1937.  There  were  2 deaths  in 
these  19  cases,  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  105.2  per  1,000  births 
compared  with  52.2  for  legitimate  infants. 

(/)  Deaths — Crude  Death  rate. — The  number  of  deaths  during 
1938  was  435  compared  with  448  in  the  previous  year.  There 
were  243  males  and  192  females.  The  crude  death-rate  was  11.5 
per  1,000  population  compared  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales 
and  11.4  for  the  Administrative  County. 


Causes  of  Deaths  in  Consett  Urban  District,  1938. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality  'l  England  and  Wales,  London, 
Maternal  Death-rates,  and  Case-rates  for  V 126  Great  Towns  and  148 
certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1938.  J Smaller  Towns. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns.) 


1 26  County 

148  Smaller 

Boros,  and 

Towns 

England 

Great 

(Resident 

London 

Consett 

and 

Towns 

Populations 

Adminis- 

Urban 

Wales. 

including 

25,000  to 

trative 

District 

London 

50,000  at 

Coimty 

1931  Census) 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

Live  ... 

15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

13.4 

17.9 

Still 

Deaths  : — 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.48 

0.80 

All  Causes  ... 
Typhoid  and  Para- 

11.6 

11.7 

11.0 

11.4 

11.5 

typhoid  Fevers  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.06 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.04 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

0.37 

Influenza 
Notifications  : — 

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0.06 

0.06 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.41 

2.60 

2.58 

2.05 

4.5 

Diphtheria  ... 

1.58 

1.85 

1.53 

1.90 

4.1 

Enteric  F ever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

0.02 

Erysipelas 

0.40 

0.46 

0.39 

0.46 

0.64 

Pneumonia  ... 

1.10 

1.28 

0.98 

0.98 

1.4 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deathsunder  1 y ear  ofage 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

53 

57 

51 

57 

53.7 

and  Enteritis  under 
2 years  of  age 

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

13.1 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.89 

I 

1.49 

Others 

2.19 

y 

Not 

available 

5.97 

Total 

3.08 

J 

7.46 

Rates  per 

1,000  Tota 

Births  (i.e. 

Live  and  Still). 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.86 

1 

1.42 

Others 

2.11 

y 

Not 

available 

5.68 

Total 

Notifications  : 

2.97 

J 

7.10 

Puerporal  Fever  "I 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  J 

14.42 

18.08 

12.51 

'j  3.53 

J 15.46 

J 12.85 
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(g)  Causes  of  Death. — These  appear  in  a detailed  table 
elsewhere.  They  were  : — 


36 

Deaths  from 

Infants  under  one  year  of  age... 

8.2 

per  cent. 

4 

>> 

yy 

Influenza 

0.9 

yy 

yy 

27 

>> 

yy 

Tuberculosis 

6.2 

yy 

yy 

48 

yy 

y y 

Cancer 

11.0 

yy 

yy 

23 

yy 

yy 

Pneumonia 

5.2 

yy 

yy 

35 

yy 

y y 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

8.0 

yy 

y y 

15 

yy 

yy 

Notifiable  Diseases 

3.4 

yy 

yy 

(not  Tuberculosis  or  Pneumonia). 

103 

yy 

yy 

Heart  Disease  ... 

23.6 

yy 

yy 

19 

>> 

yy 

Nephritis 

4.3 

y y 

yy 

16 

yy 

yy 

Violence  ... 

3.6 

yy 

yy 

20 

yy 

yy 

Bronchitis  and  other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

4.5 

yy 

yy 

21 

yy 

y y 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4.8 

yy 

yy 

Cancer  Mortality  per  1,000  population  1.29. 


( h ) Cancer  Mortality. — 48  cancer  deaths  occurred  during 
the  year  compared  with  51  last  year.  This  figure  accounts  for 
11  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  compared  with  11.4  per  cent,  last 
year.  The  average  for  the  previous  five  years  in  the  former 
Consett  U.D.  was  10.1  per  cent.  The  rate  per  1,000  population 
was  1.28  compared  with  1.63  for  England  and  Wales  (1937).  There 
were  25  males  and  23  females,  the  youngest  male  being  3 years  and 
the  oldest  78  years.  The  youngest  female  was  40  years  and  the 
oldest  79  years.  Cancer  causes  over  66,000  deaths  per  year  in  this 
Country  and  is  second  on  the  list  of  fatal  diseases,  and  it  cannot 
be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  many  cases  are  curable  in  the  early 
stages,  and  “ Go  and  see  your  Doctor  without  delay  ” is  the  best 
advice  that  can  be  given.  Far  too  many  cases,  either  through 
fear  or  ignorance,  delay  this  step  until  the  disease  has  made  such 
progress  as  to  seriously  jeopardise  the  chances  of  a successful  cure. 
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SITE  OF  DISEASE  ACCORDING  TO  SEX. 


Male. 

Female. 

Site. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Site.  No.  of  Cases. 

Lungs 

5 

Stomach  & Oesophagus  ... 

7 

Stomach 

4 

Bowel 

3 

Bowel 

8 

Breast 

6 

Glands 

1 

Uterus  & Ovaries  ... 

4 

Jaw  ... 

2 

Liver 

1 

Neck  ... 

1 

Lung 

1 

Sternum 

1 

Peritoneum 

1 

Other 

3 

25  23 


DEATHS  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC 
DISEASES. 

The  seven  principal  infectious  diseases  caused  19  deaths, 
compared  with  24  in  1937. 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years)  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fever  (Enteric,  Typhus,  etc.)  ...  ...  0 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  0.48  per  1,000  population  com- 
pared with  0.64  last  year  and  with  0.36  for  the  County.  This 
rate  is  only  about  two-thirds  of  that  in  1937  and  half  the  rate  in 
1936.  If  it  were  not  the  regrettable  deaths  from  Diphtheria, 
a preventable  disease  now  that  immunisation  is  available  to  all, 
the  rate  would  be  negligible. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  36  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  compared 
with  48  last  year.  This  gives  the  satisfactory  low  rate  of  53.7 
compared  with  70.9  last  year  and  81.8  in  1936.  This  is  one  of  the 
lowest  rates  recorded  in  this  area  and  compares  favourably  with  the 
County  rate  (60)  or  England  and  Wales  (53). 


Causes  of  death  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


Marasmus,  Prematurity,  Inanition,  etc.  ...  8 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Influenza  ...  2 

Spina  Bifida  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  and  Broncho-pneumonia...  ...  10 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pyloric  Stenosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hydrocephalus...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Intussusception  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


36 
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Ages  at  death  : — 

Under  one  week  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Under  one  month  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Over  one  month  and  under  three  months  ...  6 

Over  three  months  and  under  six  months  ...  5 

Over  six  months  and  under  nine  months  ...  8 

Over  nine  months  and  under  twelve  months  1 

36 

Number  of  deaths  according  to  Wards 

Consett  North  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Consett  South  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Blackhill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Benfieldside  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Medomsley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ebchester  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Delves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Crookhall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Leadgate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

36 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  proposals  referred  to  in  my  last  report  for  a combined 
appointment  covering  the  areas  of  Consett  U.D.,  Staidey  U.D.  and 
Lanchester  R.D.  have  not  materialised  so  the  position  still  remains 
as  far  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  concerned  as  at  April  1st, 
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1937,  when  the  new  Consett  Urban  District  was  constituted.  The 
position  as  regards  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  been  clarified  by  tho 
appointment  of  two  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  position 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  : — 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Temporary) 

John  G.  Walker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

Offices  and  duties  ; Whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Joint  Areas  of  the  Consett  Urban  and  Lanchester 
Rural  District  Councils,  in  accordance  with  the  Memorandum 
on  the  duties  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  the  Sanitary 
Officers  Order,  1935. 

(b)  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  F.  Stringfellow. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Meat  and  Food 
Inspectors. 

The  duties  of  this  appointment  which  is  whole-time  are  as 
set  out  in  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations. 
1935. 

(c)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

L.  H.  Cook,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

H.  Walton,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

These  appointments  are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  and  50%  of  the  salaries  are  payable  from  County  Funds. 

(d)  Shops  Inspector 

R.  P.  Jope. 

(e)  Clerical  Staff  : — 

Clerk,  Miss  P.  E.  Barrow. 

Junior  Clerk,  W.  Roberts, 
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Medical  Officers  in  connection  with  Schools,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis,  Veterinary  Officers,  Food  and 
Drugs  Inspectors,  Health  Visitors,  etc.,  carry  out  various  Public 
Health  Activities  in  the  district.  These  officers  are  appointed  and 
controlled  by  the  County  Council. 

(1)  Laboratory  Facilities — 

The  County  Council  have  a scheme  for  the  examination  of 
certain  specimens  at  the  request  of  medical  practitioners  in  the 
area.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  available  to  assist  in 
such  matters  with  advice  as  to  methods  of  collection,  dispatch, 
etc.  These  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  King’s  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Milk  Samples  are  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Laboratory, 
King’s  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Urban  District  Council,  and  advisory  notes  are  sent  to  the  producers 
in  connection  with  Clean  Milk  Production. 

Water  samples  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
Bacteriological  examination  and  to  the  County  Public  Analyst, 
Darlington,  in  other  cases. 

(2)  Ambulance  Facilities — 

The  District  is  well  served  by  ambidances. 

(a)  Infectious  Cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  ambulances  of  the 
Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

(b)  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Works  Ambulances  and  those  attached  to  most  Collieries  in 
the  area,  or  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association. 

(c)  The  Consett  Urban  District  Council  as  subscribers  have  the 
use  of  the  latter  in  connection  with  street  accidents. 

(d)  Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  for  removal  to  Hospitals  outside 
the  District  are  dealt  with  by  the  Lanchester  Joint  Hospital 
Board’s  Ambulances,  and  cases  of  Tuberculosis  bv  that  of  the 
County  Council, 
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SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA  PROVIDED  BY  DURHAM 
COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Assistance  with  enquiries  regarding  these  services  will  be 
furnished  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  Council  Offices,  St. 
Ive’s  Road,  Leadgate,  on  request. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Child  Welfare  Centre — 
Wetherall  House,  Consett. 

Sessions  are  held  on  Mondays  all  day.  Alternate  Wednesdays, 
all  day.  Ante-natal  Clinic  alternate  Wednesday  mornings.  Post- 
natal Clinic  alternate  Wednesday  afternoons.  Dental  Clinic 
Wednesday  afternoon  (every  four  weeks). 

Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals. 

Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill.  Telephone,  Shotley 
Bridge  26. 

Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
Telephone  Newcastle  26471. 

Application  for  admission  to  these  homes  should  be  made  to 
the  Ante-natal  clinic  or  Child  Welfare  Centre,  the  Hospital  itself  or 
direct  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Shire  Hall,  Durham. 

Convalescent  Home— 

The  E.  F.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home,  Shotley  Bridge, 
Telephone,  Shotley  Bridge  27. 

Admits  nursing  mothers  with  their  babies  and  children  under 
five  years  of  age. 

County  Midwifery  Services — 

Under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  a domiciliary  midwifery  service 
is  provided.  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  Midwives  available 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres, 
Health  Visitors  or  from  the  County  Medical  Officer. 
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Consultant  Obstetrical  Services — 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  services  of  consultant 
obstetricians  to  be  available  for  medical  practitioners  attending 
patients  in  the  area  and  a “ Flying  Squad  ” obstetrical  service  is 
available  from  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  at  any  time,  day  or  night.  Telephone,  Newcastle 
26471. 

Home  Helps — 

The  services  of  “ Home  Helps  ” are  provided  in  necessitous 
cases  during  the  lying-in  period  of  the  mother.  Particulars  from 
Health  Visitors,  Welfare  Centres  or  County  Medical  Officer. 

Domiciliary  Nursing — 

The  Consett  and  District  Nursing  Association  provide  this 
nursing  service  for  their  subscribers,  particulars  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  E.  Brodie,  23,  The  Avenue,  Consett. 

Tuberculosis— 

The  County  Scheme  provides  for  free  treatment  and  advice 
for  all  classes  of  patients.  The  Dispensary  is  situated  at  11,  East 
Parade,  Consett  and  attendance  is  from  10-30  a.m.,  Thursdays. 

Tuberculosis  Care  Committee— 

This  Committee  is  composed  of  voluntary  workers.  The  work 
is  varied  and  includes  the  provision  in  necessitous  cases  of  beds, 
bedding,  clothing  and  extra  nourishment.  Patients  are  assisted 
as  far  as  possible  to  obtain  better  housing  accommodation,  in  some 
cases  by  means  of  grants  for  rent  assistance.  The  Secretary  is 
Mr.  J.  H.  Richardson,  20,  New  Elvet,  Durham. 

Venereal  Diseases — 

The  County  Council  Scheme  provides  for  free  treatment  and 
advice.  Enquiries  should  be  directed  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  and  are  dealt  with  in  the  strictest  confidence, 
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Public  Assistance  Medical  Service — 

The  scope  of  the  out-door  and  in-door  medical  relief  is  wide, 
and  enquiries  should  be  directed  to  the  Relieving  Officer. 

Consett  : Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  Sherburn  Terrace,  Consett. 
Telephone,  Consett  265. 

Blackhill  : Mr.  W.  Nixon,  Council  Offices,  Blackhill.  Telephone, 
Consett  185. 

Vaccination — 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  or  re -vaccination  by  the  Public 
Vaccinator  may  be  made  by  application  to  the  Vaccination  Officer  : 
Mrs.  L.  Arinin,  14,  Northgate,  Annfield  Plain. 

Welfare  of  the  Blind — 

The  County  Scheme  includes  education  of  blind  children, 
training  of  approved  workers,  treatment  for  prevention  of  blindness, 
etc.  Information  regarding  the  services  can  be  obtained  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer  or  from  Miss  E.  Lees,  Home  Teacher  for  the 
Blind,  5,  Blumont  Terrace,  Consett. 

Care  of  the  Mentally  Defective — 

Parents  or  relatives  in  charge  of  children  or  young  adults  who 
are  mentally  retarded  or  undeveloped  are  invited  to  communicate 
with  the  County  Medical  Officer  or  the  District  Health  Visitors. 

School  Medical  Services — 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  systematic  medical  inspection  of 
school  children  and  for  medical  treatment  of  defects  discovered. 

School  Clinic — Wetherall  House,  Medomsley  Road,  Consett. 
Sessions,  Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 
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General  and  Voluntary  Hospitals  Serving  the  District — 

Members  of  the  public  should  consult  their  own  Doctors  re- 
garding the  use  of  the  services  of  these  hospitals  : — 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Telephone, 
Newcastle  21151. 

Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Telephone, 
Jesmond  1453. 

Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Tele- 
phone, Newcastle  33131. 

Eye  Hospital,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Telephone,  Newcastle 
28096. 

Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill,  Telephone,  Shotley 
Bridge,  26. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply — 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  the  water 
supply  which  covers  practically  the  whole  of  the  Council’s  area. 
There  was  an  ample  supply  during  the  year  and  four  samples  were 
submitted  for  analysis,  the  results  being  as  follows  : — 

1.  Public  Supply. 

(a)  Total  Number  of  B.  Coli  per  100  ml.  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Total  Colonies  on  Agar  at  37°C.  per  ml . (48  hours)  20 

(c)  Total  Colonies  on  Agar  at  20-22°C.  (3  days  incuba- 

tion) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

(d)  Streptococci  Test — Negative. 

2.  Public  Supply. 

(a)  Nil.  (b)  16  (approx),  (c)  370  (approx.)  ( d ) Negative. 
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3.  Public  Supply. 

(a)  3 (b)  Less  than  10.  (c)  65  (approx.)  ( d ) Negative. 

4.  Public  Supply. 

( a ) 5.  (b)  12  (approx.)  (c)  575  (approx.)  ( d ) Negative. 

Copies  of  these  reports  were  sent  on  to  the  Board.  A further 
17  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  Springs,  runners  and  otlxer 
sources  of  supply  used  by  outlying  cottages. 


Lane  Heads,  Ebchester. 

There  are  5 cottages  with  3 separate  supplies  and  6 samples 
were  submitted  for  analysis.  Two  of  the  supplies  were  definitely 
unsatisfactory,  the  other  being  described  as  “ a reasonably  good 
sample  of  drinking  water.”  As  the  two  unfit  supplies  were  open  to 
the  public,  the  owners  posted  warning  notice  boards  and  provided 
a piped  supply  from  the  public  mains  to  two  of  the  Cottages. 
Owing  to  length  of  services  required  it  was  impracticable  to  supply 
the  remaining  three  houses,  but  the  occupants  were  carefully  in- 
structed to  use  only  the  safe  spring  supply  for  domestic  purposes. 


Cutlers  Hall  Road  and  Baxton  Cottages. 

12  Houses  in  this  area  were  using  a runner  supply,  a report  on 
sample  stating  “ This  is  not  a very  satisfactory  sample  of  water 
with  a presumptive  Coli  Count  of  17  per  100  c.c.,  but  on  differentia- 
tion this  17  is  found  to  consist  of  a mixture  of  B.  Coli  and  B.  Aero- 
genes.” 

Two  of  the  houses  were  the  subject  of  demolition  orders,  and 
the  occupants  are  being  removed.  In  the  case  of  8 other  houses 
the  owners  have  provided  a piped  supply  from  the  public  mains 
and  negotiations  are  proceeding  with  the  owner  of  the  remaining 
2 cottages. 
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Shotley  Grove. 

There  are  8 houses  in  this  area  supplied  by  water  runners  and 
4 samples  have  been  submitted  over  a period,  the  reports  in  each 
case  being  unfavourable.  The  cost  of  providing  a public  supply 
will  be  considerable,  but  the  owners  are  going  carefully  into  the 
position  with  a view  to  such  a provision  being  effected. 

Boggle  Hole,  Iveston. 

One  farm  and  one  cottage  have  been  provided  with  the  public 
water  supply  where  formerly  they  had  to  carry  water  a considerable 
distance  from  a roadside  runner. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  the  extensive  proposals  for  reconstruction  and 
rearrangement  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  were  pushed 
forward,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  considerable 
progress  had  been  made  with  the  actual  work. 

Lengths  of  15"  and  21"  sewers  have  been  laid,  and  at  Ebchester 
Pumping  Station  the  concrete  walls  of  the  pump  chamber  and 
storage  tanks  are  complete  and  the  construction  of  screening 
chamber  is  in  hand. 

At  the  main  disposal  works  the  laying  of  concrete  floors  in  three 
of  the  filters  has  been  completed.  The  walls  of  two  of  the  filters 
are  also  finished  and  work  is  proceeding  on  the  third. 

At  Leadgate  (Crookhall)  excavation  work  for  the  sedimentation 
tanks  and  filters  is  in  hand. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  special  action  has  been  taken  to  prevent  pollution,  but  the 
provision  of  the  new  sewage  works  and  the  abolition  of  several  old 
disposal  works  will  result  in  the  discharge  of  improved  effluents  to 
the  various  streams  and  rivers. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

A total  of  85  privies  and  Ash  Closets  were  converted  to  Water 
Closets  and  3 Ash  Closets  abolished.  Part  of  a scheme  for  the 
conversion  of  362  conservancy  type  closets  in  the  Medomsley  area' 
is  in  hand  and  the  whole  of  the  work  will  be  completed  immediately 
the  outlet  works  are  provided.  Including  conversions,  new  houses 
erected,  and  reconstructions,  a total  of  357  additional  water  closets 
were  installed. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1938  was  as  follows  : — 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  9204 

Ash  Closets  ...  ...  ...  689 

Ashpit  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  550 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  Work  of  cleansing  is  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor. 
Much  of  the  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  the  transport 
consisting  of  motors  with  covered  tipping  bodies.  In  approxi- 
mately half  the  area  the  former  method  of  cleansing  by  contract 
is  still  operating,  but  a change  over  to  up-to-date  refuse  vehicles  and 
direct  labour  is  under  consideration. 

House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  on  uneven  stretches  of 
land  and  quarries  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

Regular  attention  is  given  to  keeping  the  tips  under  control 
by  levelling  and  covering. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  is  a detailed  list  of  work  done  after  inspections 
in  the  area  during  1938  : — 
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Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
by 

Inspector. 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices 
by  order  of 
Local 
Authority. 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated 
after 
Notice. 

Foul  Conditions 

2 



2 

Structural  Defects 

173 

— 

158 

Overcrowding  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

8 

— 

7 

Cowsheds 

11 

— 

8 

Bakehouses 

2 

— 

2 

Slaughter  houses 

7 

— 

7 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

213 

— 

180 

Deposits  of  Refuse  or  Manure  . . . 

32 

— 

32 

Water  closets 

27 

— 

27 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 

7 

— 

7 

Defective  Traps... 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Faults 

74 

— 

74 

Water  Supply  ... 

18 

— 

15 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

27 

— 

27 

Totals 

606 

— 

551 

Houses  visited  following  Infectious  Disease  and  disinfectant 

and  prophylactic  material  supplied  ...  ...  ...  324 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ...  ...  3 

Schools  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Library  and  School  Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  82 

Shops  and  Offices. 

Under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  a total  of  167  visits  were  made  to 
Shops  and  other  premises  with  regard  to  ventilation,  temperature 
and  sanitary  conveniences. 

Closet  Accommodation  improved  ...  ...  8 

Extra  Closet  Accommodation  provided  ...  5 

Wash  hand  basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Heating  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

In  two  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  Legal  Notices  before 
the  necessary  work  was  completed. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1938,  ON  THE 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power  ... 

33 

3 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power  ... 

47 





Other  Premises  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . . 

80 

3 

— 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

m 

Particulars. 

o 

•F-< 

+3 

S3 

i 

CD 

IN « 

O 

<D 

S3 

©w  $ 

in  ^ rt 

o 

H 

P4 

pq 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o f Insufficient 

> am  ary  , unsu^a^ie  or  defective 

Conveniences.  ] -*T  . , , 

[_JNot  separate  tor  sexes 

i 

— 

— 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

2 

2 

— 

Total 

11 

10 

— 

— 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Sec.  108  ...  Nil. 
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SHOPS  ACTS,  1912-1936. 

In  connection  with  these  Acts  every  trader  in  the  area  has  been 
interviewed  and  particulars  as  to  Trade,  Number  of  Assistants 
employed  (both  under  and  over  18  years  of  age),  Meal  facilities, 
Weekly  Half  Holiday  and  Seating  accommodation  for  females 
have  been  taken  and  also  it  was  ascertained  if  all  the  statutory 
forms  and  notices  were  exhibited  or  kept  on  the  premises.  639  of 
these  ordinary  inspections  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
In  addition  to  these  inspections  1,530  special  or  return  visits  were 
made,  the  majority  in  the  evening,  to  ensure  that  the  various  pro- 
visions of  the  Acts  were  being  fulfilled. 

There  are  676  premises  in  the  area  liable  to  inspection.  Private 
Houses  at  which  retail  or  business  is  carried  on  are  included  in  this 
total. 

The  appended  table  shows  there  are  424  premises  in  which 
assistants  are  employed,  and  1,049  assistants  employed  in  those 
premises  of  which  number,  369  are  Young  Persons  under  the  age 
of  18  years.  All  these  assistants  are  affected  by  the  provisions  of 
the  Shops  Acts. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  against  one 
trader.  Twelve  traders  have  been  cautioned  in  respect  to  employ- 
ment of  Young  Persons  after  the  required  hours.  In  eleven  cases 
traders  were  cautioned  for  not  allowing  assistants  their  statutory 
half  holiday  and  twenty- eight  cautions  were  issued  to  traders  for 
selling  after  closing  horns.  Several  instances  of  forms  or  notices 
incorrectly  filled  in  and  traders  not  observing  closing  hours  were 
dealt  with. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restrictions  Act) 
1936,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  February,  1938,  were 
explained  to  each  of  the  94  traders  open  on  Sundays  and  in  every 
case  an  explanatory  leaflet  was  provided.  Assistance  to  traders  to 
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fill  the  statutory  forms  and  notices  was  given.  Numerous  traders 
were  cautioned  for  not  exhibiting  the  statutory  notices  re- 
quired by  the  Act.  Eight  traders  were  cautioned  for  illegal  sales 
and  three  cautioned  for  not  allowing  the  compensatory  holidays. 
Tn  the  administration  of  this  Act  considerable  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  owing  to  traders  being  confused  by  its  complicated 
provisions. 

During  the  year  the  following  Orders  were  made  and  came  into 
operation  : — The  extension  of  closing  hours  for  tobacconists  from 
8 p.m.  to  9-30  p.m.  on  every  day  except  the  late  day  when  the 
closing  hour  is  10.0  p.m.  instead  of  9-0  p.m.  Fixing  Wednesday 
for  the  Weekly  Half-Holiday  for  practically  all  Non-Exempted 
trades.  Fixing  Wednesday  for  the  Weekly  Half-Holiday  for 
Butchers  and  Pork  Butchers.  Shotley  Bridge  Week-Day  Closing 
Order  for  Bread,  Confectionery,  Ice  Cream,  Mineral  Waters,  Fruit 
and  Tobacco.  Shotley  Bridge  Sunday  Closing  Order  for  any 
article  of  Food.  The  last  two  Orders  relate  to  the  months  of  May 
to  September  only. 

The  application  for  the  Partial  Exemption  Order  under  the 
Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restrictions  Act),  1936,  failed  owing  to  the 
required  majority  not  being  obtained  for  Fish  and  Groceries. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  7 of  the  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing 
Act),  1928,  empowering  the  Local  Authority  to  suspend  such  part 
of  the  Act  which  relates  to  General  Closing  Hours  application  was 
made  by  the  traders  on  two  occasions  and  the  Council  exercised 
their  powers  on  both  applications. 

Generally  speaking  the  traders  in  the  area  are  complying  with 
the  various  provisions  of  the  Acts  and  Closing  Orders.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  previous  paragraph  regarding  cautions,  etc., 
constant  supervision  and  inspection  is  required  to  see  that  General 
Closing  Hours,  Weekly  Half- Holiday,  Hours  of  Employment  of 
Young  Persons,  Meal  Intervals,  etc.,  are  complied  with. 


SHOPS  ACTS. — Table  showing  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  trades  scheduled. 
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Camping  Sites. 

Applications  for  these  sites  are  submitted  to  the  Parks  & 
Open  Spaces  Committee,  and  referred  to  the  Health  Committee  for  a 
report  on  the  Water  Supplies,  and  Sanitary  facilities. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  during  1938. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or 
pools  in  the  area  but  the  preparation  of  plans  for  baths  are  completed 
and  the  matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  cleanse  2 houses  during  the  year, 
1 Council  house  and  1 privately  owned. 

The  usual  method  adopted  is  to  strip  wall  paper  and  ease  or 
remove  picture  rails,  skirtings  and  door  moulds  and  to  spray  with 
Solution  B. 

Occupiers  are  assisted  and  advised  to  use  disinfectant,  paraffin 
and  soap  and  to  keep  walls  bare  of  paper  until  infestation  is  at  an 
end. 

i \ 

Schools. 

There  are  21  schools  in  the  Councils  area,  20  being  Elementary 
and  1 Secondary. 

The  provision  of  new  Elementary  Schools  at  Moorside  and 
Leadgate  and  a new  Secondary  School  at  Blackfyne  is  under  con- 
sideration. Public  water  supply  and  water  carriage  system  of 
closet  accommodation  are  installed  throughout  the  area. 

Three  schools  were  disinfected  at  the  request  of  the  Education 
Authorities. 

School  Closure. 

No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious 
diseases. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 

SECTION  D.— Housing. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  636 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1450 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

(■ b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  397 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  25 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil, 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  9 

(. d ) Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .. . ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year 422 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  456 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  2801 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c)  1 . Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year 78 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  454 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Housing — Overcrowding. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1937  a table  was  given  shewing  the 
distribution  of  known  overcrowding  cases  and  the  numbers  and 
types  of  houses  necessary  to  provide  rehousing  accommodation. 
During  the  year  under  review  78  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
abated  chiefly  owing  to  removals,  splitting  up  of  families,  etc. 

No  new  cases  were  reported  but  it  is  certain  that  unrecorded 
cases  of  overcrowding  will  have  occurred  between  the  period  of 
making  the  original  survey  and  the  Appointed  Day,  July  1st,  1937. 

Constant  inspection  and  reinspection  is  necessary  if  a true 
picture  of  the  overcrowding  position  is  to  be  secured  and  particularly 
with  regard  to  families  likely  to  have  ‘ grown  ’ overcrowded  since 
the  survey.  New  housing  schemes  are  in  hand  and  others  under 
consideration  and  it  is  hoped  many  of  the  existing  cases  will  soon  be 
relieved  of  overcrowded  conditions  by  direct  removal. 


Milk  Supply. 

Following  is  a list  of  persons  and  premises  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926  : — 


Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Farms  registered  as  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  65 

Other  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk...  ...  ...  25 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  74 


Retail  Purveyors  from  other  areas 


Numerous  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  Cow  Byres  in  the 
area  and  the  attention  of  various  occupiers  directed  to  unsatis- 
factory conditions. 
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Three  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  Analysis,  the  results 
being  as  follows  : — 


Total 
No.  of 
organisms 
per  1 
Millilitre. 

Co 

liform  content 

Butter 

Fats. 

Solids 

Not 

Fat. 

Methylene 

Blue 

Test. 

1 ml. 

.1  ml. 

.01ml. 

,001ml 

13-6-38 

960,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4.55 

9.05 



10-10-38 

330 

— 

4.20 

9.28 

Satisfactory. 

17-11-38 

10,200 

+ 

3.60 

8.70 

Satisfactory. 

Efforts  are  being  concentrated  on  the  cowbyres  where  improve, 
ments  are  necessary  to  structures  and  methods  of  working.  Recon- 
structions on  a considerable  scale  were  carried  out  at  two  premises 
during  the  year  and  in  each  case  the  occupier  was  accepted  as  an 
Accredited  producer.  In  a further  two  cases  plans  for  extensive 
alterations  and  improvements  have  been  approved  and  the  work 
\rill  be  put  in  hand  at  an  early  date. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  orders  there  are  now 
15  producers  of  Accredited  milk  in  the  area.  In  addition  two  non- 
resident producers  retail  this  grade  of  milk  in  the  district.  Pasteur, 
ised  Milk  is  distributed  by  one  firm  on  a large  scale  and  two  Dealers 
Licences  are  in  operation. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  25  Private  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  area  and  these  are 
licenced  annually  by  the  Council. 

So  far  as  possible  inspections  are  carried  out  during  hours  of 
Slaughter  and  numerous  visits  have  been  made  to  the  41  shops  and 
places  where  food  is  prepared. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  various  types  of 
animal  slaughtered,  together  with  a list  of  meat  destroyed  on 
account  of  diseased  or  otherwise  unsound  conditions  : — 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  Inspected  ... 

2807 

83 

17 

8064 

1633 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis. 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 



1 





1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

29 

1 

— 

4 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

1.03 

2.4 

.05 

.30 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

3 

2 

— 

— 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

20 

3 

— 

— 

48 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0.82 

6.02 

— 

— 

3.4 

Following  is  a detailed  list  of  meat  and  food  destroyed  on 
account  of  being  diseased  or  otherwise  unsound  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 


7 Pig  Carcases  and  all  organs 

1 Pig  Carcase  and  all  organs 

2 Bullock  Carcases  and  all  organs 

1 Heifer  Carcase  and  all  organs 

2 Cow  Carcases  and  all  organs 
1 Cow  Carcase  and  all  organs 

1 Forequarter. 

12  lbs.  Pork 

2 Stone  Beef 

3 Tins  of  Brisket  Beef 


Tuberculosis. 

Pyrexia. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Imperfect  Bleeding. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Bruising. 

Putrefaction. 
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2 Tins  of  Lunch  Tongue 
53  Pairs  of  Lungs 
28  Livers 

52  Heads  and  Tongues 
1 1 Mesenteries 


Putrefaction. 

Tuberculosis,  Parasites,  etc. 
Cirrhosis,  etc. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  has  been  compiled  to  show  the  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  Consett  Urban  District  since 
1927.  The  year  1938  was  the  first  full  year  for  the  new  district 
and  prior  to  that  year  the  figures  were  obtained  by  taking  the  totals 
of  the  several  separate  areas  that  combined  to  make  the  new  area 
on  April  1st,  1937  : — 


Disease. 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Smallpox 

40 

19 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

252 

74 

57 

67 

75 

221 

688 

368 

124 

121 

147 

169 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever  (& 

95 

129 

140 

141 

49 

60 

183 

234 

150 

164 

180 

154 

Para-Typhoid) 

1 

1 

2 

5 

65 

1 

8 

1 

13 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

3 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 9 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia 

10 

11 

10 

5 

5 

4 

4 

9 

7 

15 

3 

J9 

Neonatorum  ... 

8 

6 

12 

5 

5 

4 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Erysipelas 

Pulmonary 

29 

18 

29 

24 

28 

22 

28 

26 

19 

18 

14 

25 

Tuberculosis  ... 
Non-Pulmonary 

43 

37 

32 

19 

21 

19 

16 

22 

28 

20 

29 

20 

Tuberculosis  ... 

21 

25 

36 

14 

16 

21 

13 

ii 

10 

13 

24 

26 

Dysentery 

Acute  Polio 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

19 

Encephalitis  ... 
Cerebro-Spinal 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fever  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

5 

3 

5 

— 

— 



Encephalitis 
Lethargica 
Acute  Polio- 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

myelitis 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

88 

57 

42 

62 

65 

78 

74 

44 

32 

31 

29 

39 

Totals 

591 

385 

374 

345 

333 

436 

1022 

720 

393 

386 

431 

466 

40 


General. 

There  were  466  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  the  area 
during  1938  which  is  slightly  higher  than  the  figure  of  the  previous 
year  (431).  The  average  total  per  year  over  the  previous  eleven 
years  is  492  cases  and  in  the  last  five  years  590  cases,  so  the  figure 
for  1938  is  well  below  the  average. 

Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  prevalent  during  the  year. 
These  are  dealt  with  later  in  this  report.  School  intimations  of 
infectious  diseases  have  now  ceased  in  this  area,  as  the  school  medical 
services  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council  and  so  far  as  practical 
methods  of  control  are  concerned,  such  intimations  were  of  little 
value.  Local  inquiries  frequently  lead  to  suspected  school  in- 
fection, in  which  case  close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Education  Authority. 

No  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  for  the  admission  of 
cases  such  as  measles  or  whooping  cough  to  hospital,  although 
provision  for  these  cases  where  the  necessity  arises  is  being  made  in 
the  new  isolation  hospital  at  present  under  construction.  No 
connection  between  puerperal  pyrexia  and  other  streptococcal 
infections  was  observed  during  1938. 


NOTIFIABLE  CASES. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  Notifiable 
Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  admitted  to  hospital  during  the 
year  1938  : — 
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Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

169 

88 

1 

Diphtheria 

154 

146 

14 

Erysipelas 

25 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

9 

4 

5 

Pneumonia 

39 

1 

23 

(all  forms). 

Dysentery 

19 

18 

0 

Enteric  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Totals  ... 

420 

260 
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AGE  OF  OCCURRENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

DURING  1938. 


Disease. 

Under  1 year 

1-2  years 

2-3  yeras 

3-4  years 

4-5  years 

5-10  years 

10-15  years 

15-20  years 

20-35  years 

35-45  years 

45-65  years 

65  years  & over 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever 



6 

7 

8 

19 

79 

30 

6 

8 

2 

4 



169 

Diphtheria 

— 

4 

6 

10 

14 

58 

42 

8 

11 

1 

— 

— 

154 

Erysipelas . . . 
Ophthalmia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

4 

12 

3 

25 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal 

4 

4 

Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

4 

1 

2 

6 

1 

— 

3 

1 

17 

2 

39 

Dysentery . . . 
Enteric 

— 

i 

3 

8 

4 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Fever 

1 

1 

4 

14 

20 

27 

39 

144 

76 

15 

35 

8 

33 

5 

420 
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OCCURRENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  WARDS 

DURING  1938. 


Disease. 

Consett  North 

Consett  South 

Leadgate 

i 

Benfieldside 

Delves  Lane 

1 Crookhall 

Medomsley 

Ebchester 

Blackhill 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

24 

36 

29 

17 

7 

26 

2 

19 

169 

Diphtheria  ... 

10 

22 

24 

21 

4 

4 

43 

— 

26 

154 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

2 

10 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

8 

25 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia ... 

1 

i 

— 

3 

1 

— 

i 

— 

2 

9 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

6 

10 

5 

— 

2 

7 

— 

9 

39 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

— 

1 

17 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

19 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

20 

55 

82 

79 

23 

14 

79 

3 

65 

420 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  345  cases  of  the  420  recorded 
occurred  in  the  areas  added  to  the  former  Consett  Urban  District, 
i.e.,  82.1  per  cent.  (68.2  per  cent,  in  1937).  The  former  Urban 
Districts  of  Leadgate  and  Benfieldside  account  for  240  or  57.1  per 
cent,  of  the  total  cases  (42.8  per  cent,  in  1937). 

New  Isolation  Hospital. 

Rapid  progress  has  been  made  with  the  new  hospital.  Founda- 
tion stones  were  laid  on  April  6th,  1939,  and  a whole-time  Medical 
Superintendent  (Dr.  L.  H.  Murray),  has  been  appointed  who  took 
over  the  work  of  the  existing  hospitals  on  July  1st,  1939. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  matter  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  in 
my  annual  report  for  1930.  It  was  discussed  at  various  times 
thereafter,  and  in  1935  it  was  decided  to  provide  the  material  for 
this  purpose  free  of  charge  to  medical  practitioners  in  the  area. 
No  fee  was  payable  by  the  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  the  pro- 
fessional services  rendered,  and  this  was  subsequently  modified  at  a 
later  date  and  a fee  of  2s.  fid.  per  injection  was  arranged. 
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The  response  to  these  efforts  was  comparatively  poor,  and  a 
further  report  was  made  to  the  new  Council  in  December,  1937, 
strongly  stressing  the  known  advantages  of  this  protective  measure, 
as  shown  in  the  returns  from  various  places  in  this  and  other 
countries  where  it  had  been  adopted  on  a large  scale  basis  and  this 
report  was  unanimously  adopted. 


Climes  on  a sessional  basis  were  arranged  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  at  Leadgate,  and  at  the  various  schools  throughout 
the  district.  Suitable  leaflets  were  circulated,  posters  displayed, 
lectures,  films  and  other  means  of  propaganda  adopted  to  obtain 
a larger  response,  and  during  the  first  year  this  has  been  fairly 
successful,  although  we  are  still  short  of  the  60  per  cent,  aimed  at. 

The  annual  report  of  Sir  Arthur  S.  McNalty,  Chief  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  states  that  none  of  the  authorities 
in  this  country  has  yet  succeeded  in  immunising  the  50  to  60  per 
cent,  of  the  child  population  which  is  necessary  before  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  is  affected. 

Chester  with  45  per  cent,  is  probably  the  best  immunised  town 
in  the  country  and  as  this  has  taken  some  years  to  attain,  I consider 
Consett  with  its  26  per  cent,  in  under  thirteen  months  has  done 
remarkably  well. 

The  prophylactic  used  here  is  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  in 
two  injections,  usually  at  21  days  interval.  The  first  dose  being 
0.1 — 0.2  c.c.  and  the  second  0.5  c.c.  No  preliminary  Schick  Test 
has  been  done.  Rigid  precautions  are  taken  with  regard  to  sterilisa- 
tion of  needles,  syringes,  etc.,  used  in  the  process,  with  the  object 
of  eliminating  any  possible  risk  of  sepsis,  and  the  frequent  query  of 
parents  “ are  the  needles  clean  ? ” is  thus  answered.  Every  child 
has  a separate  sterile  needle,  and  every  possible  care  is  taken  to 
gain  the  confidence  of  the  child  and  to  make  the  injection  as  rapidly 
and  as  painlessly  as  possible.  The  fact  that  5,650  injections  have 
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been  given  during  the  last  twelve  months  without  any  ill  effects,  other 
than  a transient  stiffness  or  swelling  of  the  arm,  should  be  sufficient 
evidence  to  allay  any  apprehension  that  exists  in  the  minds  of 
parents  on  these  points. 

A further  difficulty  arises  in  that  a large  number  of  parents 
confuse  immunisation  with  vaccination.  These  are  two  separate 
processes,  immunisation  being  to  protect  children  against  diphtheria 
only,  and  vaccination  to  protect  children  against  smallpox  only. 
Immunisation  leaves  no  scab  or  scar  at  the  site  of  injection. 

In  the  comparatively  few  instances  where  any  marked  degree 
of  reaction  has  occurred  the  second  dose  is  modified,  and  a third 
given  at  a later  date.  On  the  whole,  reactions  have  been  very  few 
swelling  or  stiffness  of  the  arm  and  inflammation  being  the  chief 
ones,  and  in  all  cases  these  troubles  have  soon  subsided  either 
without  treatment  or  with  the  application  of  simple  cooling  lotions. 
The  question  of  post  Schick  testing  a number  of  children  has  been 
considered,  and  after  the  first  rush  of  applicants  for  immunisation 
has  been  dealt  with,  it  is  hoped  to  test  some  of  those  treated  for 
immunity,  but  as  in  many  cases  it  is  difficult  to  persuade  children 
to  return  for  the  second  injection,  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  persuade 
them  to  return  for  further  tests. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  figures  given  elsewhere  that  the  incidence 
of  diphtheria  has  been  very  much  less  in  the  immunised  compared 
with  the  non-immunised  children.  Four  cases  occurred  in  the 
2,665  immunised  children  compared  with  151  in  non-immunised 
children.  In  other  figures,  0.15  per  cent,  of  the  total  immunised 
children  developed  the  disease  compared  with  2.0  per  cent,  of  the 
non-immunised  children.  The  risk  of  infection  in  that  period  was 
therefore  13.3  times  greater  in  the  non-immunised  children.  All 
the  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year  were  in  children  who 
had  not  been  immunised. 


The  four  cases  which  occurred  in  immunised  children  require 
further  comment.  (General  experience  shews  that  90  per  cent, 
of  the  children  immunised  are  expected  to  be  free  from 
attack,  and  in  the  comparatively  few  cases  of  failure,  experience 
proves  that  the  disease  is  mild  and  non-fatal.  This  has  been  our 
experience.  Two  of  the  cases  were  immunised  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  and  two  by  private  practitioners.  All  four  cases  were 
seen  by  your  medical  officer  of  health,  and  whilst  three  were  removed 
to  hospital,  in  two  of  these  it  was  more  because  of  overcrowding 
conditions  in  the  home  than  because  of  the  clinical  condition  of  the 
patient.  A swab  examination  and  a virulence  test  was  performed 
jn  each  case,  with  positive  results  as  regards  the  swab  in  all  cases, 
and  a positive  result  as  regards  virulence  in  three  cases.  In  the 
first  case,  with  extensive  membrane  formation  over  both  tonsils  the 
lack  of  toxic  symptoms  was  most  marked,  and  in  fact  by  the  time 
the  result  of  the  virulence  test  was  obtained  the  patient  was  too  far 
recovered  to  require  hospital  treatment.  The  second  case  was  not 
characterised  by  extensive  membrane  formation  but  had  considerable 
tonsillar  swelling  and  glandular  enlargement.  The  remaining  two 
were  comparatively  mild  illnesses  and  in  both  cases  at  the  time  of 
my  visit  neither  membrane  nor  other  clinical  signs  of  diphtheria  were 
evident,  but  swabs  and  virulence  tests  were  positive. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  predict  the  effect  of  immunisation  on  the 
incidence  of  the  disease,  but  the  first  results  are  very  encouraging 
and  it  is  hoped  that  with  this  information  before  them  parents  will 
bring  their  children  forward,  particularly  those  in  the  pre-school  age 
group — 1 to  5 years,  and  try  to  attain  the  00  per  cent,  or  higher 
percentage  of  immunised  children  necessary  to  lower  the  incidence 
of  this  disease  in  the  district. 

A further  noteworthy  fact  is,  that  in  two  public  institutions 
with  a large  number  of  children,  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred 
among  them  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  a non-immunised  child  with 
diphtheria  was  brought  in  to  reside  in  one  of  them,  thus  exposing 
a number  of  the  immunised  residents  to  the  danger  of  infection. 
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The  Council  have  done  their  part  in  providing  these  facilities, 
it  is  now  the  duty  of  those  responsible  for  the  children  in  the  area  to 
see  that  they  are  given  the  benefit  of  this  protection. 


Incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  Immunised  and 

Non-Immunised 

Children  During  1938. 

Total  Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

... 

155 

Number  of  Cases  in  Immunised  Children 

. . . 

4 

Number  of  Cases  in  Non-immunised  children... 

• . . 

...  151 

Percentage  of  all  Children  under  14  years 

. . . 

...  1.52 

Percentage  of  Immunised  Children 

... 

...  0.15 

Percentage  of  Non-immunised  Children 

... 

2.0 

Mortality  from  Diphtheria  1938. 

Total  Deaths 

. . . 

14 

Deaths  in  Immunised  Children 

• . . 

...  Nil. 

Deaths  in  Non-immunised  Children 

... 

14 

Numbers  of  Children  (0-14  Years)  Immunised  and  Non- 

Immunised  in  Area. 


Total  Number  of 
children  0-14 
years  (approx.) 

Age  0-4  yrs.  ...  3,087 
Age  5-9  yrs.  ...  3,272 
Age  10-14  yi'S.  ...  3,837 


Total  Number 
Immunised  at 
end  of  1938. 
411—13.3% 
1,229—37.5% 
1,025—26.7% 


Total,  all  ages  ...  10,196  2,665—26.0% 


Total  Number 
N on-immunised 
at  end  of  1938. 
2,676—86.7% 
2,043—62.5% 
2,812—73.3% 

7.531—74.0% 


Details  of  Attendances  at  the  Various  Sessions. 

Total  Number  of  Children  receiving  1st  injection  . . . 2,910 

Total  Number  of  Children  receiving  2nd  injection  . . . 2,665 

Total  Number  of  Children  receiving  3rd  injection  ...  75 


Total  Number  of  Injections  given 


...  5,650 
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Total  Number  of  Visits  for  treatment 
Total  Number  of  Visits  for  dressings 
Total  Number  of  Visits  for  inquiries,  etc.  ... 

Total  Number  of  Visits  for  treatment  but  treatment  post- 
poned on  account  of  illness 


5,650 

352 

129 


153 


Diphtheria. 

There  was  a reduction  on  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year,  154  compared  with  180  in  the  previous  year.  The  type 
of  cases  at  the  close  of  1937  was  severe,  and  frequently  ‘bull-neck’ 
with  severe  mortality  notwithstanding  early  anti-toxin  treat- 
ment. This  type  appeared  to  abate  being  replaced  by  a less  severe 
form  with  a lower  mortality  rate  and  a rapid  and  favourable  re- 
sponse to  early  anti-toxin  treatment.  The  following  table  of  the 
fatal  cases  includes  those  of  November  and  December,  1937  : — 


Case. 

Notified. 

Age. 

Died. 

Days  in 
Hospital. 

Anti-toxin 
given  prior 
to  removal. 

1 

6/11/37 

6 years. 

24/11/37 

18 

No. 

2 

18/11/37 

8 

28/11/37 

10 

No. 

3 

19/11/37 

9 „ 

23/11/37 

4- 

Yes. 

4 

25/11/37 

8 „ 

2/12/37 

7 

Yes. 

5 

1/12/37 

5 

2/12/37 

1 

No. 

6 

2/12/37 

8 „ 

3/12/37 

1 

Yes. 

7 

12/12/37 

11 

20/12/37 

8 

Yes. 

8 

24/12/37 

4 „ 

27/12/37 

3 

Yes. 

9 

31/12/37 

4 

4/  1/38 

4 

Yes. 

10 

29/11/37 

H » 

6/  1/38 

38 

No. 

11 

7/12/37 

7 

29/  1/38 

53 

Yes. 

12 

21/  2/38 

4 „ 

6/  3/38 

13 

Yes. 

13 

10/  5/38 

6 „ 

12/  5/38 

2 

No. 

14 

29/  6/38 

6 „ 

6/  7/38 

7 

Yes. 

15 

18/  7/38 

6 ,, 

5/  9/38 

49 

No. 

1G 

6/  9/38 

5 „ 

12/  9/38 

6 

Yes. 

17 

11/  9/38 

15 

19/  9/38 

8 

No. 

18 

24/  9/38 

4£  ,, 

6/10/38 

12 

No. 

19 

21/10/38 

6 

27/10/38 

6 

No. 

20 

1/11/38 

9 

8/11/38 

7 

Yes. 

21 

5/11/38 

5 

11/11/38 

6 

No. 

22 

8/12/38 

H „ 

17/12/38 

9 

Yes. 
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The  influence  of  immunisation  has  already  become  manifest 
during  1938.  It  was  expected  that  the  figure  for  the  year  would  ex- 
ceed that  of  1937  and  rise  to  a peak  in  1939,  instead  of  which  we  see 
a fall  has  already  commenced  which  appears  to  indicate  that  the 
expected  rise  has  been  arrested  and  I am  hopeful  will  be  maintained. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  169  cases  during  the  year  compared  with  147  in 
the  previous  year.  Again  the  mild  character  of  the  disease  in  most 
cases  was  noticeable  and  in  fact  it  is  only  the  appearance  of  the 
characteristic  rash  that  caused  many  cases  to  be  notified,  as  un- 
doubtedly there  were  numbers  of  cases  with  “ sore  throat  ” but  with 
no  rash  that  escaped  notification.  Of  the  cases  notified  51.7  per 
cent,  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  remaining  48.3  per  cent. 
(82  cases)  remained  at  home  without  any  ill  effect  either  to  the  cases 
themselves  or  to  the  other  inmates  of  the  households  concerned. 
Over  a period  of  years  nearly  350  cases  have  been  home  treated  in 
Consett  alone,  at  an  estimated  saving  in  hospital,  etc.  costs  of  £3,613, 
so  that  it  is  now  obvious  that  this  method  of  treatment  deserves 
thoughtful  consideration  by  all  concerned  in  the  administration  of 
public  monies.  The  82  cases  so  dealt  with  in  1938  represent  a 
saving  in  ratepayers’  money  of  £846,  or  more  than  a lid.  rate.  The 
method  certainly  imposes  a good  deal  of  extra  responsibility  and 
work  on  the  Public  Health  Staff,  but  as  the  results  are  of  such 
importance  to  the  area,  the  reasons  for  carrying  these  methods  out 
should  be  clearly  understood,  particularly  so,  as  the  present  indica- 
tions are  that  a rise  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  probable 
during  the  next  year  or  two. 

Enteric  Fever  (Including  Para-Typhoid). 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  in  which  the  Widal 
Test  was  positive  to  B.  Para-typhosus  B.  This  case  was  isolated 
and  no  secondary  cases  occurred.  The  source  of  infection  was  not 
satisfactorily  cleared  up,  but  there  were  strong  suspicions  that  the 
disease  had  been  contracted  outside  the  district. 
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Dysentery. 

There  were  19  cases  notified  during  the  year,  17  of  which  were 
in  one  institution  and  the  remaining  two  were  isolated  cases  with 
no  connection,  and  with  no  secondary  cases. 


Food  Poisoning. 

One  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  reported  and  in- 
vestigated. A Salmonella  Group  organism  was  isolated  from  the 
faeces  and  persisted  for  some  time.  This  was  an  isolated  case  with 
no  similar  cases  in  the  area  and  as  the  person  concerned  travelled 
considerably  it  was  concluded  that  the  trouble  had  arisen  from  food 
consumed  outside  this  district. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  46  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  compared 
with  53  in  1937.  Pulmonary  cases  accounted  for  20  of  these  and 
Non-Pulmonary  cases  for  26.  There  were  27  deaths  from  this 
disease  compared  with  19  last  year.  The  number  of  deaths  in 
notified  cases  was  26,  i.e.,  96  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  this 
disease  occurred  in  notified  cases.  Notification  of  this  disease  is 
good  in  this  area,  and  full  use  is  made  of  the  services  of  the  District 
Tuberculosis  Officer  by  the  majority  of  the  practitioners  in  the  area. 
Close  touch  is  maintained  by  your  Health  Department  with  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer,  the  Health  Visitors  and  the 
After  Care  Committee  and  every  effort  is  made  to  re-house  those 
cases  living  under  unsuitable  conditions  so  far  as  the  resources  of 
the  Council  permit.  The  following  cases  were  dealt  with  during 
1938 
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Case 

No. 

Family. 

Old  House. 

New  House. 

1 

2 

Living  and  Sleeping  in  one  room  ... 

2 

Bedroom  House. 

2 

4 

Sub-tenant — 1 room 

3 

3 

4 

Sharing  1 bedroom  ... 

3 

4 

5 

Two  unfit  rooms 

3 

5 

6 

Ov  ercrowded 

3 

6 

4 

014  House  ... 

3 

7 

3 

One  room  only 

2 

99 

8 

3 

Old  House  ... 

2 

9 

6 

2 bedrooms  ... 

3 

10 

3 

1 bedroom  unfit 

3 

11 

4 

2 bedrooms  

3 

12 

2 

1 Room — Living  and  Sleeping 

2 

>9 

9 9 

13 

7 

Overcrowded 

3 

99 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1938. 
(Notified  Cases). 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Dee 

iths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

• . . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . . 

5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

I 

• • • 

1 

15 

... 

1 

9 

2 

• • • 

, . . 

2 

i 

25 

3 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

... 

... 

35 

1 

2 

4 

3 

3 

2 

... 

2 

45 

6 

1 

2 

• • ■ 

6 

2 

2 

• * . 

55 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

. • . 

1 

. . • 

. • . 

65 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

• •• 

. • • 

. . . 

And 

upwards 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals  ... 

14 

6 

17 

9 

13 

5 

5 

3 
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Cancer. 

The  mortality  from  this  disease  has  been  dealt  with  elsewhere. 
Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of 
persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


EXAMINATION  OF  SPECIMENS. 

The  following  were  examined  during  the  year  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  King’s  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  : — 


Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . . . 
Throat  Swabs  for  Virulence  . . . 
Nasal  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . . . 
Nasal  Swabs  for  Virulence 
Faeces  for  Enteric 
Faeces  for  Food  Poisoning 
Throat  Swabs  for  Haemolytic 
Streptococci 
Sputa  for  Tubercle 
Blood  for  “ Widal” 


Posi- 

Nega- 

Incon- 

Total. 

tive. 

tive. 

clusive. 

255 

96 

150 

9 

6 

5 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

2 

0 

4 

1 

3 

0 

19 

8 

11 

0 

37 

7 

30 

0 

9 

1 

8 

0 
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Annual  Report  of  Rainfall  for  1938. 

Mr.  Hutton,  Surveyor,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  : — 


Month. 

Rainfall 

inches. 

Heaviest  Daily 
Fall. 

No.  of  Days 
snow  Fell. 

No  of  Days 
Rain  Fell. 

January 

2.71 

1 4th  clay  of  month. 

2 

19 

February 

1.53 

26th 

do. 

2 

10 

March  ... 

.33 

20th 

do. 

— 

7 

April  ... 

.14 

24th 

do. 

1 

5 

May  ... 

3.20 

28th 

do. 

— 

18 

June 

2.67 

1st 

do. 

— 

14 

July  

2.34 

7th 

do. 

— 

17 

August 

4.04 

12  th 

do. 

— 

21 

September 

1.67 

18th 

do. 

— 

14 

October 

4.33 

3rd 

do. 

— 

20 

November 

3.34 

12th 

do. 

— 

15 

December 

4.02 

31st 

do. 

10 

13 

Total 

30.32 

15 

173 

The  total  rainfall  of  30.32  inches  is  about  the  average  for 
Consett,  and  is  below  that  of  1937  which  had  a fall  of  35.31  inches. 
The  three  wettest  days  were  on  the  1st  June,  12th  August,  and  the 
3rd  October,  when  1.31  inches,  1.09  inches,  and  1.08  inches,  fell 
respectively. 

Snow  and  hail  fell  on  15  days  which  is  much  less  than  last 
year’s  total.  Fog  was  observed  in  varying  densities  on  21  days  and 
thunder  recorded  on  four  days. 

The  dryest  period  of  the  year  was  from  April  4th  to  April  20th 
(17  days),  the  next  being  from  April  28th  to  May  8th  (11  days). 


fit 


